CHAPTER NINE
THE BOARD OF TRADE [1905-1907]
ABOUT the difficulties of making a Liberal Cabinet
in 1905, enough, and more than enough, has
already been written by historians and biographers,
The problem was, how to maintain an even balance be-
tween Imperialists and anti-Imperialists* Who was to
have the big positions? Haldane used to maintain that,
if the Cabinet had been constituted after the General
Election, he and Grey would have been left out altogether*
But in December, 1905, who could tell with certainty
what the verdict of die electorate would be? Campbell-
Bannerman, at all events, decided that no risks must be
run, and that every Liberal must be won for the Party,
The process of bargaining which went on behind the scenes
concerns a biographer of Lloyd George but little; for
unlike the squire of Falloden, he did not consider himself
to be a person of sufficient importance to be able to impose
terms upon the new Prime Minister,   Although there
was no great difference of age between them, it must be
remembered that the one had come from Falloden, Win-
chester, and Oxford, the other from the Llaaystumdwy
"Highgate", a village school, and a small solicitor's
office; and in those days, no matter what the abilities
respectively possessed, it took a long time for the cottage
to orertake die mansion. The period was only just drawing
W;i 'close, when a young man of middling intellectual